Iranian and Turanian nations in Achaemenid
Iran

Pre-publication of chapter IX of my forthcoming book "Turkey is Iran and Iran is
Turkey - 2500 Years of indivisible Turanian - Iranian Civilization distorted and
estranged by Anglo-French Orientalists"; chapters VI, VII, VIIL IX and X form Part
Three (Turkey and Iran beyond Politics and Geopolitics: Rejection of the Orientalist,
Turcologist and Iranologist Fallacies about Achaemenid History) of the book, which
is made of 12 parts and 33 chapters. Chapters VIII and X have already been pre-
published.

Until now, 19 chapters have been uploaded as partly pre-publication of the present
book; this chapter is therefore the 20th (out of 33) to be uploaded. At the end of the
text, the entire Table of Contents is made available. Pre-published chapters are
marked in blue color, and the present chapter is highlighted in green color.

In addition, a list of all the already pre-published chapters (with the related links) is
made available at the very end, after the Table of Contents.

The book is written for the general readership with the intention to briefly highlight
numerous distortions made by the racist, colonial academics of Western Europe and
North America only with the help of absurd conceptualization and preposterous
contextualization.
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The nations of the Achaemenid Empire as depicted on the facade of the tomb of Darius I the
Great in Nagsh-e Rustam, 7 km from Persepolis.



The reality of the multi-national, multi-lingual, multi-religious, multi-cultural
Empire of the Achaemenid dynasty is simple to grasp, if we eliminate colonial
Orientalist fallacy: in the immense periphery, many diverse historical nations, like
the Scythians of Ukraine, the Ionians and the Lydians of Western Anatolia, the
Egyptians, the Phoenicians, the Aramaeans, the Babylonians, and the Indians of the
Indus Delta region, constituted vital parts and key elements of the Iranian Empire.

Contrarily, in the central parts of the vast empire, the various nations that settled and
lived there were not culturally and historically diverse, but rather homogeneous; due
to tribal interconnections and clan affiliations, an extensive multilingualism existed
among them, being greatly impacted by sedentarization, semi-nomadism, and labor
division processes. These populations, irrespective of their place of origin, once they
became sedentary, focused on agriculture, craftsmanship, and local administration;
on the other hand, the nomadic and semi-nomadic groups made brave, experienced
soldiers, excelled in cattle-keeping and practiced trade.

That is why their original languages developed differently, adapting syntax and
usage to the very different needs of the speakers' lives; the soldiers spoke Turanian
dialects and the sedentary populations expressed themselves in Iranian dialects,
which were both in their process of formation. In the vast borderless land that
stretches from NE Siberia to Central Asia to the Iranian plateau and to Eastern
Europe, an interminable interconnection generated the conditions of life that 1500
after the first Achaemenid Shahs Ferdowsi narrated with outstanding clarity: Iran
and Turan have always been an indivisible entity whereby

a) the soldier, the semi-nomad, and the mystic speaks Turanian idioms, and

b) the administrative employee, the sedentary, and the priest uses Iranian
vernaculars.

The central part of the Achaemenid Empire stretched over the territory of modern
states of Iran, Azerbaijan, Armenia, Georgia, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan,
Kyrgyzstan, Afghanistan, and Pakistan.

If we refer to names of Achaemenid satrapies, Iran's central parts were: Mada (Media
and Media Atropatene), Parthava (Parthia), Asagarta (Sagartians), Parsa (Persia),
Karmana (Carmania), Maka (Gedrosia), Zranka (Drangiana), Harauvatish
(Arachosia), Thatagush (Sattagydia: downstream Indus), Hindush (Punjab:
Pentapotamia), Gandara (Paropamisos: North Pakistan), Baxtrish (Bactria), Haraiva
(Areia: NW Afghanistan & NE Iran), Suguda (Sogdiana), Margush (Margiane),
Varkana (Hyrcania), Daha and Uvarazmish (Chorasmia). These nations are
portrayed by colonial Orientalists as all entirely related to Persians. This is a lie that
originates from the fallacious colonial equation "Fars equals Iran". About:

https:/ /www.academia.edu/43365931/Iran_is_not_Persia_and_Persia_is_not_Iran

Greater ethno-linguistic affinities with Turanian (Turkic) nations seem to have had
the following central Iranian nations: Atropatene, Parthia, Hyrcania, Daha and
Chorasmia. In reality, the central parts of the Iranian Empire were inhabited by both
Iranian and Turanian nations that had evidently greater cultural affinities among
themselves than with other nations of the Iranian periphery and expansion.

Of all these nations, the two most important for the imperial elite were the Ancient
Azeris (Atropatene) and the Ancient Persians (Fars / Persia). The latter held the



royal power and administration, whereas the former were the vicars of Zoroastrian
Orthodoxy. However, the most determinant trait of the Achaemenid royalty was
absolute devotion and unquestionable submission to Zoroaster's monotheistic faith.
That is why the Achaemenid court was always adamant against the Mithraic Magi
and the Iranian emperors reprimanded in the most resolute manner the polytheistic
Mithraists' efforts to either alter the original meaning of the Zoroastrian monotheism
or to usurp the throne and then impose a counterfeit, fake shah who would be the
worthless puppet of the villainous Magi.

The nations of the Achaememd Empzre as depzcted on the facade of the tomb of Xerxes I the

Great in Nagsh-e Rustam, 7 km from Persepolis.
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The nations of the Achaemenid Empire as depicted on the facade of the tomb of Artaxerxes I in
Persepolis.



As one can understand easily, the de-Turanization of the Achaemenid period of
Ancient Iran takes the form of a fallacious, radical, and extremist 'Persianization' of
the Achaemenid Empire. However, this is refuted in many ways by the existing
material record that pertains to the Achaemenid times; the Achaemenid onomastics,
if duly studied, can reveal the presence of many Turanian names that are mistakenly
now taken as 'Persian'. The taxation of the Achaemenid satrapies reveals very well
how greatly the court at Parsa (Persepolis) appreciated the provinces from where
came most of the empire's special military units, thus demanding lower taxation.
And the military organization of the imperial army was originally conceived by
typically nomadic fighters, and not by settled populations like the Babylonians or the
Egyptians. The gradual decay of the Achaemenid Empire, viewed precisely in the
light of the subsequent rise of the Arsacid Parthian kingdom, can also be explained
as the consequence of the Turanian populations' discontent with compromises made
by the Achaemenid court with the ruthless Mithraic Magi.
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Heavy taxation existed for Intfia, Babylonié; Egypt and Western Anatolia, not for NE Iran
and Central Asia, i.e. the lands where the bulk of Turanian populations lived.

Furthermore, the existing material record that pertains to the Iranian - Turanian
History of later pre-Islamic and Islamic periods helps us also understand that the
basic tenets of the historical evolution and the fundamental trends of daily life
remained the same across millennia in Iran and Central Asia - in total rejection of the
Orientalist fallacy and of the absurd Persianization of the Achaemenid Empire.

In fact, what happened at the times of the Barmak (Barmakian) noble and prestigious
family in Abbasid Baghdad (8th - 9th c. CE), what occurred in the era of the Samanid
(819-999) and Buyid (Buwayhi; 934-1062) dynasties, what constituted the splendid
universe of Ferdowsi (940-1020), and what was attested in the Seljuk, Ilkhanid,



Timurid, Ottoman and Safavid periods, did indeed characterize Achaemenid Iran, as
a pre-Islamic Iranian-Turanian Empire.
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The satrapies (provinces) of the Achaemenid Empire

The Iranians had an inclination to poetry, epics, literature, lyricism, arts and
architecture, whereas the Turanians were known for their tendency to martial arts,
military discipline and life, asceticism and spiritual exercises, mysticism and fables.
The Turanians found it therefore normal to write in Old Achaemenid Iranian and in
Aramaic in the 1st millennium BCE, in Syriac, Pahlavi and Middle Persian (Parsik)
during the 1st millennium CE, and in Arabic and Farsi after the arrival of Islam.

The same pattern characterized Iranians and Turanians, Persians and Turkic nations,
for millennia: if Babur, the formidable Timurid fighter, adventurous military leader,
and founder of the Mughal Empire of South Asia, did not write his celebrated Babur-
nameh in Chaghatay (Chagatai) Turkic, not a single linguistic vestige of the mother
tongue of Genghis Khan would have been left down to our days. But this would not
mean that Chagatai did not exist. About:

https:/ /en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Immortals_(Achaemenid_Empire)

https:/ /en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barmakids

https:/ /en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samanid_Empire

https:/ /en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buyid_dynasty

https:/ /en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ferdowsi

https:/ /en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ Chagatai_Khanate

https:/ /en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Babur

https:/ /en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baburnama

And it is this duality of the Iranian-Turanian Empire, this intertwined nature of the
Iranian-Turanian people that great poets of the Islamic times repeatedly represented
so illustratively in their verses. And who made more fun of the suggestion to write
poetry in a Turkic language? None else but Nezami Ganjavi, a most illustrious Azeri,
who has been rightfully considered as the national poet of Azerbaijan! About:



https:/ /en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nizami_Ganjavi

This is the way things functioned worldwide, when the post-Renaissance Western
European academic-intellectual contamination had not affected the entire world. A
well-diversified order existed in Islamic times, as per which Turkic languages were
for the army and the military order, Farsi was for literary and artistic purposes, and
Arabic (enriched tremendously thanks to Syriac Aramaic) was considered as the
language of sciences. There was no division across what we call today national lines
or ethnic borders because the notion of the nation was totally different and a
widespread multilingualism existed in Asia, Africa and Eastern Europe.

ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISIONS OF THE ACHAEMENID EMPIRE, 490 BC
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Posted in r/iranian by u/NaderShahAfshar @ reddit

Due to the multi-national, multi-lingual, multi-religious, and multi-cultural nature of
the Achaemenid Empire, the then world's largest state by far was not even named
"Iran", but X$aca which means 'universal order'. Actually, the Achaemenid Emperors
of Iran and Turan never felt 'ethnic Persians'. Following the millennia-long Ancient
Akkadian and Assyrian-Babylonian universalism and imperial tradition, according
to which the Assyrian Monarch was the 'Emperor of the Universe', the Achaemenids
were 'Kings of Kings', because they viewed their realm, Iran and Turan, as definitely
encompassing the entire Earth. No ethnic names mattered in the Iranian / Turanian
Universalism. Actually, it may sound bizarre, but only under the Sassanids, so after
224 CE, was the Empire of the Shahanshahs named "Iran". Never before! About:
https:/ /en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shah

https:/ /en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_of Kings#Achaemenid_usage



https:/ /en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_of_the_Universe#List_of_known_Kings_of_th
e_Universe
https:/ /en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_of_Kings#Parthian_and_Sasanian_usage

Despite this fact, the disreputable Western universities and the Orientalist fallacy
intentionally invented false terms to denote the Old Achaemenid language as a
Persian language: 'Old Persian'! This shameless distortion of a critical period of the
History of Ancient Orient started with the overwhelming hysteria of 'persianizing'
everything Iranian and Turanian. However, it soon became one of the pillars of the
Western universities' dogmatic and pseudo-scientific Talibanism.

The correct term for the language of the Achaemenid cuneiform inscriptions is 'Old
Iranian', due to the fact that it evidently contains vocabulary from Western Iranian,
Eastern Iranian, and Turanian languages.

https:/ /en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Persian

https:/ /en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_Persian

https:/ /en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pahlavi_scripts
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